SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 73 (KAMLOOPS/THOMPSON)PRIVATE 

POLICY 205

Effective Date, September 22, 2008

EDUCATION: FRENCH IMMERSION

The Board of Education provides for instruction in early French Immersion beginning in first year primary where enrolment is sufficient to warrant the establishment of a class or classes.  Staffing shall be on an equitable basis with regular programs.

The Board assures that all students who have completed French Immersion instruction to the Grade 7 level will have access to French Immersion at the secondary school level where numbers are adequate to provide for and administer the program.


REGULATIONS

1.
Sufficient population should be assured in a region to warrant opening a regional program.  Limitation may be placed on the establishment of multi-grade classes.

2.
Significant reductions in enrolment will necessitate termination of the program beginning at the first year primary level.

3.
Classes will be located in central locations with access to school or other bus routes.

4.
New school locations for French Immersion classes will be provided only as sufficient enrolment develops in a region of the District to warrant the organization of a full class or program.  No new centres will be opened until existing centres are at, or near, capacity.

5.
All French Immersion children will be required to attend their regional school, where appropriate grades are available.  Principals will handle requests for alternate placement in the same manner as for all such regular individual parent requests in the past.

6.
The Board assures that all students, who begin the program, will have access to French Immersion instruction to the end of Grade 12.  A decline in enrolment may necessitate transfer to an alternate location.  Transportation shall be as set out in Regulation 10.

7.
South Kamloops Secondary is affirmed as the secondary French Immersion school.  Further consideration will be given to establishment of secondary French Immersion programs in other regions if enrolment warrants.

8.
The Board favours a French Immersion program which will ensure a strong French academic program for students in elementary and secondary schools.  To achieve and maintain a high level of competency in French, French Immersion programs will, where practicable, have the following French-English component:


a)
Primary 1, 2, 3


100% instruction in French
Policy 205
Education: French Immersion

b)
Primary 4 to Grade 7


75%-80% instruction in French



20%-25% instruction in English Language Arts



(A minor increase in English at the Grade 7 level may be appropriate.)


c)
Grades 8 to 10


Minimum of 50% (4 courses) instruction in French


d)
Grade 11


Minimum of 25% (2 courses) instruction in French


e)
Grade 12


Minimum of 12.5% (1 course) instruction in French

9.
The Board supports the concept of dual track schools with the combined French and English programs operating at a ratio of 50/50.

10.
Transportation is not the Board's responsibility, although students may ride on regular bus routes if space is available and in accordance with Policy 321.
11.
The Board supports the concept of making bilingual support personnel available in schools wherever feasible.

12.
The Board will periodically review the status of French Immersion in the District, particularly as it applies to:

· in-service requirements to ensure qualified staff;
· appropriate ratios in dual track schools;
· suitability of establishing new centres and the viability of present centres in relation to the population base;
· providing an appropriate standardized testing program for French Immersion students;
· ensuring a quality educational experience.
