SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 73
KAMLOOPS/THOMPSON

Notice to Parents
Planning 10

Students entering grade 10 in September 2009 will have a
new way of completing Planning 10. Planning 10 will be
offered in an online environment allowing students to work
at any pace, at any time or from any place. In addition,
students will be taught a unit on cyber safety (such as
aspects of Facebook).

Why?

« Since post secondary institutions and large businesses are increasingly using the web for education and
training, we believe that all students should experience one online course prior to graduation.

« With increased reports of cyber bullying there is a growing concern by parents and educators that students
should learn about Internet safety. This would be taught as part of Planning 10.

« Students would be able to access their course online and work from anywhere and at their own pace.

o Taking Planning 10 online would give students increased flexibility in their timetable. Students taking
Planning 10 online and off timetable would have room for an additional elective such as in band, Fine Arts or
Trades and Technology.

o Last year over 2,500 students in B.C. completed Planning 10 online.

Support for Students

Each school will develop a support plan for their Planning 10 students. This may include face-to-face scheduled
support, periodic meetings with support teachers or online support.

« A recent survey of students in School District 73 showed that 95% had access to the internet at home.
However, provision will be made at schools to ensure that all students can access their course with a computer
at school.

o 'The Planning 10 teacher will be online at a distance from the student. This teacher will be responsible for the
instruction, assessment and reporting for the course.

 Additional support will be provided at each student’s home school.

For further information, contact the principal of your students school.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 73
KAMLOOPS/THOMPSON

FAQs

. Who will be the teacher of Planning 10 online?

Distributed learning or online teachers from around the school district will be assigned groups of
students. However, the teacher responsible for the instruction, assessment and reporting for the

course will be a teacher from Kamloops Online Learning (@KOOL).

. Can Planning 10 be completed before September 2009?

Yes, if students wish. That is the reason that grade 9 students are being enrolled in the course now so
that they can work on it through the summer if they choose. Teacher support will be available in July
and August.

. Will there be support available at the school my student attends?
Yes, there will be a teacher at the school who supervises the progress of students in Planning 10 and
consults with the online Planning 10 teacher to ensure that students are successful.

. What if Planning 10 is not completed in the semester that it is started?

Planning 10 is required by the Ministry of Education for graduation. Although we would encourage
all students to complete it in the semester that it is started there will be provision for students to
complete the course later. However, all students must have Planning 10 completed by the end of
Grade 11.

. How will the marks for Planning 10 be reported?
The online teachers for Planning 10 will ensure that marks are reported to the student’s home school
and are included with the report card.

. How will students who do not have a computer at home be able to complete Planning 10?

Schools will ensure that all students can access their course with a computer at school.

. How will students on a modified or adapted program complete Planning 10?

The Learning Assistance Teacher at the school will work with students, parents and other teachers to
ensure that any student on an Individualized Education Program (IEP) has the necessary resources
and support to be able to meet the learning outcomes for Planning 10.

. Will taking Planning 10 online mean that there will be no guest speakers?
No, schools will schedule guest speakers to speak to Planning 10 students. As well, computer
technology can be used to bring in guest speakers from beyond Kamloops.

. Will there be a way for parents and students to track student progress in Planning 10 on an
ongoing basis?
Yes, @KOOL will have an online process that allows parents and students to check progress in the
course. Schools will also be able to access this information and distribute interim reports as required.



