
Partnering for Success:  

Parent Engagement Session -September 17th 
6:00-7:00pm.  Via zoom

Deanna Brady - District Principal for Inclusive Education

Lise Hyam - District Coordinator for Inclusive Education
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Session Goals

○ Understand how the BC education system 
supports students with diverse needs

○ Learn about CBIEPs and parent 
rights/responsibilities

○ Explore ways to be an effective partner in 
your child’s education



Understanding the System: Designations

Category A-H bring in additional funding
● Level 1   

○ Physically Dependent (A)
○ Deafblind (B)

● Level 2   
○ Moderate to Profound Intellectual Disability (C)
○ Physical Disability or Chronic Health Impairment (D)
○ Visual Impairment (E)
○ Deaf or Hard of Hearing (F)
○ Autism Spectrum Disorder (G)

● Level 3   
○ Intensive Behaviour Interventions or Serious Mental 

Illness (H)
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Team Approach

Focus on building 
teams around 
your children
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The CBIEP Process - What is an CBIEP?

● Written educational plan for a student 
with a designation

● Helps to guide the student’s support
○ Individualized goals
○ Services
○ Strategies

● An IEP is a working document that 
changes throughout the year



IEP Process



School Act: Parental Rights 
7   (1)

A parent of a student of school age attending a school is entitled

(a)

to be informed, in accordance with the orders of the minister, of the student's attendance, behaviour and progress in 

school, and

(b)

[Repealed 2015-24-5.]

(c)

to belong to a parents' advisory council established under section 8.

(2)

A parent of a student of school age attending a school may, and at the request of a teacher, principal, vice principal or director of 

instruction must, consult with the teacher, principal, vice principal or director of instruction with respect to the student's educational 

program.



Inclusive Education Services: Manual of Policy, 
Procedures/Guidelines - Role of Parents

It is advised that:
• At the request of the teacher or principal, vice principal or director of instruction,a parent must consult with 

respect to the student’s educational program (School Act,section7(2)).With respect to the development of 
a student's Individual Education Plan,parents must be offered the opportunity to be consulted (IEP Order).

• involve parents in the planning, development and implementation of educational programs for their
children. This consultation should be sought  in a timely and supportive way, and the input of parents
respectedand acknowledged.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/inclusive/inclusive_ed_policy_manual.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/inclusive/inclusive_ed_policy_manual.pdf
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Practical Strategies for Parents:  Link to Handouts
● Before Meetings:

○ Gather reports, jot down questions, prioritize your child’s needs

● During Meetings:

○ Share your child’s strengths, interests, and what works at home

○ Ask clarifying questions: “How will this be measured?” “Who will support this?”

○ Take notes or bring a support person

● After Meetings:

○ Request a copy of the IEP and track progress

○ Follow up if supports aren’t being implemented

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JFzrPf99sVSrrRDow-2ZGZMv3hRELm7jFrv9EdX25g0/edit?usp=sharing


Parental Involvement - Resolving Challenges

● Address concerns with the classroom teacher (and LART)

● Address concerns with the principal

● Address concerns with district level staff



Resources and Supports

● Parent groups: Inclusion BC, BCEdAccess, DPAC/PACs

● Ministry and district websites (policy documents, complaint 
procedures) 
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-student
s/community-supports.aspx

● Community Supports for Children & Youth - Feb 24

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/community-supports.aspx
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/community-supports.aspx



