January 20, 2020

Kathleen Karpuk
Chairperson
Board of Trustees

Re: Sun Peaks Elementary Calendar Proposal

Dear Ms Karpuk,
We would like to bring to the Board of Education, our proposal to maintain a 4 day school calendar for
the years of 2020-2023 put forth by the Parent Advisory Council of Sun Peaks Elementary.
This proposal is in response to the proposed integration of the Grade 8/9 students into Sun Peaks
Elementary and the recommendation to move to a 5 day calendar from the current 4 day schedule.
Please find attached proposal to the Board for your review coinciding with the community forum
meeting with the Board taking place this evening at The Hearthstone Lodge in Sun Peaks.
Thank you for your consideration.
Kind Regards,

Hayley Wuschke
PAC Chairperson
Sun Peaks Elementary

Sun Peaks Elementary PAC

Submission to SD73 Board of Education regarding the
Proposed Integration of Grades 8 and 9 into SD73 provision

20 January 2020

Abstract
Sun Peaks Elementary PAC presents this report in response to the consultation around the
following proposal:
1. Integration of Grades 8 and 9 (currently provided by Sun Peaks Education Society) into
the SD 73 provision in Sun Peaks
2. Change of name from Sun Peaks Elementary to Sun Peaks School
3. Proposed change from 4 day school week to a 5 day school week.
This report aims to:
1. Present the views of the parents of Sun Peaks Elementary as regards the above 3
aspects.
2. Present how the continuation of a 4 day week would work going forward.
3. Observations on the 4 day week from the parents’ views.
In view of the information contained below, Sun Peaks Elementary PAC requests that:
1. Grades 8 and 9 are integrated into the SD73 offering from September 2020
2. A change of name from Sun Peaks Elementary to Sun Peaks School is approved
3. The continuation of a 4-day week program is approved for both K-7 and G8-9.
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Introduction
Sun Peaks is a small, interconnected mountain community based in and around a busy ski
resort by winter and mountain-biking/golfing resort by summer. It is a wonderful place to
live, work, play and raise a family.
Until 2010, this vibrant community had almost everything but a school. Parents and the
community members, young and old, stood up to meet this need and formed the Sun Peaks
Education Society (SPES), a non-profit society. In its first year in 2010, the school passed 18
students (from K to G5) through its doors with exceptional results. Numbers have grown
exponentially and the current K-7 enrolment stands at 100 students.
In August 2012, the School District 73 (SD73) trustees voted in favour of supporting K
through G5 as a public district school and has subsequently expanded to include G6 and most
recently G7. SD73 works in partnership with Sun Peaks Municipality as well as SPES and the
Sun Peaks community to administer the schooling of our K-G7 children. SPES provides
schooling at a different site through the @Kool program for G8-12.
There is no doubt that the fundamental aim of the whole community is that eventually SD73
will provision schooling from K-12 in a designated, purpose-built, full facility, school building.
Since its inception, 9 years ago, the school has operated a 4-day week schedule, Monday to
Thursday. For the first 8 years, this was from 8:30am to 3:45pm until a recalculation of
instructional minutes adjusted this to 8.30am to 3.32pm, two years ago.
As the trustees may be aware, the current school site is at the top of the bunny hill in the ski
resort and is accessed in the summer by walking up that hill and in winter by taking a ‘magic
carpet’ lift or platter lift on skis. Before the start of the day, the students have already,
therefore, taken exercise just getting to school. In the winter, the students can ski or tube
during their lunch break but this outdoor gym provides year round access to a host of sports
including golf, biking, swimming, tennis, soccer, hiking, skiing, skating, snow-shoeing and art.
On Fridays, the community offers various organized sports lessons and many children travel to
Kamloops for additional activities.
The Parent’s Views
The PAC and Sun Peaks Education Society (SPES) circulated a survey to all families with
children currently enrolled in Sun Peaks Elementary and Sun Peaks Secondary Academy to
obtain input on various issues. The full results of that survey are attached to the email
version of this report, including testimonials from the parents expanding on their answers. In
summary:
1. 88.7% of parents are in favour of the integration of G8 and 9 into the SD73 provision.
The remaining respondents were ‘not sure’. No-one was against it.
2. 100% of parents are in favour of the change of name from Sun Peaks Elementary to
Sun Peaks School.
3. 95.2% of parents (all but 2 of the responses received) categorically want to retain a 4day week. Their reasons are various and are set out in their own words in the
testimonials gathered at the end of the survey. Here is a summary of a few:
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a. Many parents work weekends and have arranged to have Fridays off with their
children;
b. The academic achievements of SPE students speaks to the benefit of the 4 day
week;
c. The children are happier with their work/life/sporting balance;
d. A shorter week allows children more time to rest and be refreshed for the new
week;
e. Increased time for sporting and family activities improves health and
concentration of our children when in school.
4. Parents overwhelmingly use Fridays off school to engage their children in sporting and
other activities: 83.9% are enrolled in extracurricular activities either locally or in town,
including: Local’s Ski Program, Alpine Racing or Freestyle Skiing, music lessons,
tutoring, swimming, gymnastics or trampoline programs for freestyle skiing, etc.
5. 62.9% of families use Fridays to attend their children’s appointments (dentist, opticians
etc.) and other errands in Kamloops meaning fewer absences from school.
6. 67.7% of families use Fridays for family time as less than one third of families engage
in the traditional Monday through Friday work schedule (35% and 17.9% percent
respectively for Parent/Caregiver 1 and 2).
7. 83.9% and 88.7% of parents, respectively, either feel or strongly feel that the 4 day
week does not negatively affect their children’s academic or mental and physical wellbeing.
The practicalities around retaining a 4 day week with increased instructional hours
for G8-9
The PAC understands that however much the parent body would prefer to retain a 4 day week
for their children, it is only possible if the required number of instructional hours per year can
be incorporated into a school day which is not overly long and therefore, burdensome on
either students or staff.
It is further understood that the numbers of required instructional hours are as follows:
1. Kindergarten – 853
2. G1-7 – 878
3. G8-9 – 952 - an extra 74 hours per year.
How the 4 day week is currently managed in SP and elsewhere
There are two other school districts in BC which have successfully operated a 4 day week for
many years. There may be others but these two are directly comparable to Sun Peaks albeit
for different reasons.
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SD51 – Boundary District - particularly Big White Community School; another school based in
an active ski and biking resort
SD64 - Gulf Islands - This is a remote community reliant on ferry schedules
These districts have operated a 4 day week for 17 and 14 years respectively. Both, however,
schedule instructional days for 4 days a week regardless of whether there are noninstructional days or statutory holidays on the Monday or Friday. So, in essence, whilst the
normal week runs Monday to Thursday, if there is a statutory holiday on a Monday, the school
will run from Tuesday to Friday in that week. If there is a non-instructional day on the
Friday, the school will still run on the Thursday of that week.
The Principal of Big White school commented this week “We hold school 4 days a week, every
week. The only time we did not, was a compulsory day to introduce the new curriculum”.
This is a fundamental difference from the schedule in Sun Peaks. Our school routinely runs
Monday through Thursday but if there is a statutory holiday on a Monday, we drop to the
remaining 3 day week to Thursday. If there is a non-instructional day on a Friday, our school
is closed on the Thursday before and this results in another 3 day week. The effect of that is
to significantly reduce the number of instructional days available in order to accommodate an
increase in instructional hours for G8 and 9.
In the current school year, both SD51 and SD64 have 156 instructional days a year (with a 2
week Spring Break) whilst Sun Peaks has only 153 with a one week Spring Break.
In 2014, when the PAC last presented (successfully) to the Board of Trustees in support of
retaining a 4 day week, the then teachers were overwhelmingly supportive of adopting the
approach of SD51 and 64 in making “4 day week, every week”. The reason for this was not
just to retain a 4 day week but because they believed that the frequent 3 day weeks were
detrimental and disruptive to the students in terms of continuity of learning.
There is overwhelming support in the community for a “4 day week, every week” schedule for
the same reasons. The frequent 3 day weeks are felt to be highly disruptive to students,
parents and administration.
It is understood that the Board are to have a separate consultation with the teachers but it is
anticipated that the current staff are also in support of the “4 day week, every week” principle
as being in the best interests of our students but also as a way to retain the 4 day week.
In fact, in 2014, it wasn’t necessary to operate “4 day week, every week” because the lower
K-G7 instructional hours could be catered for in the existing 8.30 to 3.32 (then 3.45pm)
school day.
Now, however, with the inclusion of G8-9, the increased number of instructional hours makes
the adoption of the “4 day week, every week” approach necessary or at least sensible to
accommodate the increased hours.
If adopted, there is no need to extend the current school day and as will be seen later, could
actually mean that K-7 school day could be reduced if felt expedient.
The overwhelming wish of the parent body is that this step is taken to preserve the 4 day
week rather than overturning the existing arrangements which is, in our submission,
unnecessary.
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How does it look in practice?
We had hoped to include a fully-calculated Sun Peaks calendar for 2020-21 for consideration
but have been informed by SD73 that dates of the non-instructional days are not yet available
for next school year and also that no firm decision has been made as to whether there is a one
or two week, Spring Break. It is also not known whether, in light of the late Labour Day on
Monday Sept 7, 2020, school will run to a week later in June to make up for missing days, as
is being adopted in other districts.
We have set out the general principles which we would propose be adopted to manage the
increase in instructional hours for G8-9 within a 4 day week. Once the actual dates for
2020/21 are available, however, we would welcome the opportunity to put forward a fully
calculated calendar for 2020/21.
In the meantime, however, to demonstrate our proposed principles, we attach the following
actual calendars:
1.
2.
3.
4.

SD51 for the current 2019/20 year
SD64 current 2019/20 year
SD64 proposed calendar for 2020/21
Our calculations for SP illustrative calendar for 2020/21

All three show the operation of the “four day week, every week’ principle.
In particular, we draw your attention to the following:
1. All 3 calendars operate a 2 week Spring Break which reduces their instructional days to 156
per year. SD73 currently operates a 1 week Spring Break which would increase Sun Peak’s
instructional days to 160.
2. As regards SD64’s proposed calendar for 2020/21, the late celebration of Labour Day in
2020 means that term starts in the second week of September (Tues 8th) and not the first
Tuesday (Sept 3rd) as in this year. That means the loss of 4 instructional days. To
compensate, the proposed SD64 calendar goes to 29 June as opposed to 25 June as in the
current year.
3. However, if SD73 retains a one week Spring Break (as opposed to SD64’s 2 weeks), the late
start in September would be counterbalanced by the extra 4 days and the extra week in
June would not be necessary and would still result in 156 instructional days. It is
understood that the District would not be in favour of extending the SP school year beyond
the administrative period of the rest of the district.
4. In future years, with Labour Day early in September, the 4 day week with a one week
Spring Break would yield 160 instructional days for Sun Peaks. With 2 weeks in Spring, it
would yield 156 days in line with SD51 and 64.
5. The following tables set out the timetabling on 160 and 156 instructional days a year on the
following basis; G8-9 - 952 instructional hours, a 15 minute morning recess and a 50
minute lunch break.
6. It is also calculated on 7 non instructional days a year and 4 Early Dismissal Days. Each
additional instructional day increases the school day length by 2-3 minutes.
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Grades 8-9
No. of Instructional Days per year

160

No. of Instructional Hours per year

952

No. of Instructional Minutes per year

57,120

Required No. of Instructional Minutes
per day

357 + 3 to allow for Early Dismissal
Days = 360

Proposed School day

8.30am – 3.35pm

Recess and Lunch

15 mins and 50 mins

Actual Instructional Minutes per day

360

No. of Instructional Days per year

156

No. of Instructional Minutes per year

57,120

Required No. of Instructional Minutes
per day

366.15 + 3 to allow for Early Dismissal
days

Proposed School day

8.30am – 3.44pm

Recess and Lunch

15 mins and 50 mins

Actual Instructional Minutes per day

369

On 160 instructional days a year, the school day is only 3 min longer than that currently in
place.
On 156 instructional days (2 week Spring Break or one week break and late Labour Day), the
school day is extended by 13 minutes which is less than the whole school (K-7 included)
practiced until 2017.
A reminder that the Board last approved the 4 day week in 2014 on an 8.30am -3.45pm
school day and this was only reduced to 3.32pm in the last 2 years when the number of
instructional hours was re-calculated.
So what would happen to K-7 Grades under a “4 day week/every week” schedule?
Either K-7 could shorten their hours or they could remain in their current pattern.
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The PAC proposes that it would be sensible for both parts of the school to operate the same “4
day week, every week” schedule and shorten their hours. There would be operational
advantages to K-7 starting school 10 minutes later in the morning.
Grades K-7
No. of Instructional Days per year

156

No. of Instructional Hours per year

878

No. of Instructional Minutes per year

52,680

Required No. of Instructional Minutes
per day

338 + 3 to allow for Early Dismissal
Days

Proposed School day
Recess and Lunch

8.40am – 3.36pm
15 mins and 60 mins

Actual Instructional Minutes per day

341

There are two advantages of a later start at 8.40am:
1. The elementary school will continue to be located at the top of the bunny ski hill and
winter access is by the platter lift or magic carpet. The lifts start at 8.30am and
although the resort kindly tries to open earlier to help students start on time at
8.30am, there is inevitably often a tension between the start times. For the school to
start at 8.40am would assist both school and resort in prompt registration and ski lift
management.
2. Parents with children in multiple grades but different locations would be able to do a
‘loop’ dropping older children first and escorting those younger children who need it to
school at the top of the bunny hill.
The PAC would much prefer a “4 day week/every week” schedule. If, however this is not
possible for any reason, the following is proposed:
1. This year (with a number of 3 day weeks), there are 153 instructional days.
a. K-7 would retain their existing school day.
b. G8-9 would run from 8.20am to 3.39pm – only 4 minutes longer than the
school day for all students until 2017.
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No. of Instructional Days per year

153

No. of Instructional Hours per year

952

No. of Instructional Minutes per year

57,120

Required No. of Instructional Minutes
per day

373.3 + 3 to allow for Early Dismissal
Days

Proposed School day

8.20am – 3.41pm

Recess and Lunch

15 mins and 50 mins

Actual Instructional Minutes per day

376

Location
As has been noted in the SD73 memo on this subject, there is no room for the G8-9 to be
housed in a new portable next amongst the elementary portables. The proposal, therefore, is
that G8-9 would be housed in a new portable building next to the SPES class for G10-12 (as it
would then be) in a parking lot at the foot of the ski hill.
The PAC is in favour of this location:
1. Culturally, it would give students the feeling of having graduated elementary school by
physically moving next to the High School.
2. The next step for students from ‘middle school’ to High School would be seamless and
may well help retention rates.
3. SPES has unanimously voted assuming the 4 day week is retained to align their school
day and calendar with that of the new G8-9 to create a uniformity and continuity for
students.
The four day school week for Sun Peaks is an intrinsic part of what makes education in this
village so special. The opportunities it allows for families who live and work here
counterbalances the lack of formal facilities (gym, library, science labs) which they would
enjoy in a regular school. It allows a deep connection to what the mountain, the natural
environment and shows the children the value of a village coming together as a community to
meet its needs. These aspects are wholly in line with SD73’s mission statement to:
1. Connect students with their passions and interests
2. Strengthen partnerships to enrich the way we lead, learn and work
3. Ensure sustainable use of resources.
If the school were to adopt a 5 week schedule, the PAC is concerned that the diminishing
advantages of the school combined with the disadvantages of the lack of facilities, could be an
issue.
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If our submission for a 4 day week is unsuccessful, what would be the effect of
changing to a 5-day week schedule?
As seen above, the High School operates a 4 day week so there would be an imbalance
between the two school provisions. A lack of cohesion.
A real effect of losing our Friday ‘activity’ day would be to reduce the number of programs in
which the children could participate. Travelling to Kamloops after school at 2:30pm for
activities, which less rurally-based children can do after school, would lead to precisely the
length of day (once the journey is taken into account) which the school was set up to avoid. A
reduction in sporting activities is also likely to lead to increased ‘screen’ time and a reduction
in fitness and good health.
As Sun Peaks Elementary has had a 4-day week from the outset, every family has chosen the
school in the knowledge of that. All the working families have arranged their working lives
around the existing 4-day – 3.32pm (previously 3:45pm) dismissal. To now change it to a
brand new 5-day schedule with a 2:30pm dismissal would inflict massive upheaval on almost
all the families and the need to change working hours.
It has recently been decided that the only year round child-care facility in Sun Peaks will
revert back to daycare for children up to 5 years old for resort guests. That would put an
enormous pressure on the families and the resort employers for whom over 75% work in Sun
Peaks.
There are no after-school facilities or programs in Sun Peaks (other than specialized dance or
other programs with limited numbers) and there is no space, such as a school gym, in which
to operate such a program.
B. Concerns about the 4-day week on Student Outcomes
Sun Peaks Elementary’s performance speaks for itself. In the most recently published ratings
of all district schools produced by the Fraser Institute in 2018, Sun Peaks ranked the top
performing public school in SD73, second behind St Ann’s, a private school, in terms of
outcomes.
The 2019 results have not been published for Sun Peaks but anecdotally and from the
Principal’s address to the PAC, they are understood to have been impressive.
The parents overwhelmingly want to retain the 4-day week.
We have set out below, the most recent research into student outcomes in relation to the 4
day week.
Colorado Department of Education The Four Day School Week Information Manual. July 2019
(revised). https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeedserv/fourdayschoolweekmanual
A U.S. study looking at the impact of the four-day week on academic performance in Colorado elementary
school students.

“Our results generally indicate a positive relationship between the four-day week and
performance in reading and mathematics,” wrote authors D. Mark Anderson and Mary Beth
Walker in the study published by the Association for Education Finance and Policy. “These
findings suggest there is little evidence that moving to a four-day week compromises student
academic achievement.”

10

The study found a significantly improved result in mathematics among Grade 5 students on
the four-day week. The difference in reading scores was not statistically significant.
“What interested me about our results is they were completely opposite to what we
anticipated,” said Walker, a researcher from Georgia State University in a news release.
“We thought that especially for the younger, elementary school kids, longer days on a shorter
school week would hurt their academic performance because their attention spans are shorter.
Also, a longer weekend would give them more opportunity to forget what they had learned,”
she said, acknowledging that the study found the opposite.”
Anderson, D Mark and Walker, M B. Does Shortening the School Week Impact
Student Performance? Evidence from the Four-Day School Week. Education, Finance & Policy. Vol.
10, Issue 3, Summer 2015. P. 314-349.
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/full/10.1162/EDFP_a_00165#.Vd3cGGA7_Js
A study using fourth-grade reading and fifth-grade mathematics test scores from the Colorado Student
Assessment Program (CSAP) to assess if how the four-day week impacts academic performance in
students.

“Our results generally indicate a positive relationship between the four-day week and
performance in reading and mathematics. These findings suggest there is little evidence that
moving to a four-day week compromises student academic achievement.”
“We estimate the impact of the four-day school week on student achievement using fourthgrade reading and fifth-grade mathematics test scores from the Colorado Student Assessment
Program (CSAP). Over one third of the school districts in Colorado have adopted the four-day
schedule. Our primary empirical strategy is a difference-in-differences estimation that exploits
the temporal and spatial variation in the adoption of four-day-week schedules. Our results
generally indicate a positive relationship between the four-day school week and academic
achievement. These positive effects, combined with robustness checks designed to address
selection bias, suggest there is little evidence that switching to a four-day week harms student
performance.”
The following are often the concerns raised around the 4 day week:
1. Concern: Does a longer school day (under a 4-day week) make for too long a
day when the commute to and from school is taken into account? This is not
relevant to Sun Peaks Elementary. The student body is drawn from a small local area.
There are not known to be any families who live further afield than a 15 minute drive
away.
2. Concern: Budgetary considerations: i.e. reduced overheads. Adoption by SD73
has removed this as a motivating factor for the parents who previously had to fund
raise. Parental support for the 4-day week is solely based on their assessment of what
is best for their children and their family lives.
3. Concern: Absenteeism - the longer school day means that more instructional
time is lost for each day’s absence. At Sun Peaks Elementary, this would appear
to be less of an issue:
a) If a child needs to attend a medical or other appointment, the need to drive to
Kamloops for it would mean that most of a school day would be lost. In our survey,
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63% of parents stated that they routinely schedule appointments on a Friday so this
reduces absenteeism for Sun Peaks’ students.
b) Anecdotal evidence points to the children of SPE being fit and healthy which is likely
to favourably impact on rates of absenteeism due to ill health. Indeed the BC
Ministry of Education is quoted on the SD73 website
http://www3.sd73.bc.ca/general/content/healthy-lifestyles-sd73 “Healthy children
are better able to learn. The opposite is true as well – students who get a good
education tend to be healthier for life. Given the inextricable link between health
and education, schools provide an ideal setting for children to learn healthy habits
that can benefit them for the rest of their lives.”
In 2014, Lynn Maartman (K, G1) wrote “Because of the location of our school, the
children seem to be more fit. This could be because they walk or ski up to school
rather than being driven each day.”
In 2014, Cindie Hyrhirchuk (G4-6) “I feel the kids are more alert because of the
healthy lifestyle that they lead. They are happier and well-adjusted because they
have a lot of family time, family support and outside time. I also believe that
bullying is not a huge issue as the kids know each other so well.”
c) If the school is closed due to bad-weather, proportionately more instructional time
is lost. As a ski resort, Sun Peaks depends on the expectation of snow for 6 months
of the year. In the recent snow storms, our school was open every day in contrast
to many other schools in BC.
d) The Georgia State University reports reviewed previous studies which found that
students are less distracted, exhibit improved morale and behave better on a
shortened weekly schedule (Koki 1992, Shoemaker 2002, Dam 2006, Donis-Keller
and Silvernail 20093) and concluded (p. 7) that “all these factors have the potential
to improve academic performance”.
The parent comments in the survey support the notion that their belief is that the
children of Sun Peaks Elementary are happier, healthier and more focused on their
studies because of the 4-day week.
5. Concern: Is it more difficult for students (particularly the youngest ones) to
retain subject matter over a 3-day weekend? The experience of our teachers is
that far from being a disadvantage, the children appear to benefit from the extra day
off.
In 2014, Colleen Greer (G2-3): “In fact, they seem to come back more energized on
Monday. I (previously) often described Monday as ‘sleepy’ because even though the
children in past schools had 2 days off, they didn’t always come back rested or
energized. The children here seem rested on Mondays.” Again, an overwhelming
majority of the parents as per their responses to the survey feel that is not an issue for
their children.
6. Concern: The longer school day requires extended focus and attention. As
referred to in paragraph 1 above, all three teachers are satisfied that the children are
doing well academically under the current 4-day week schedule and as one teacher
points out, achieving above average results.
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One parent reports - “I’m excited to see the growth of the school and that sd73 is
willing to take on the 8 & 9 students! I do however, maintain a strong stand that 4 days
a week in our unique environment needs to stay. My child is benefiting from this 4 day
week academically, physically and it has proven to help with mental health. In a society
where anxiety and depression are prevalent among our youth, this should be a big
consideration in keeping the 4 day week."
The school day is arranged so that the majority of academic work is undertaken in the
morning when minds are fresh.
On the contrary, the longer school day can actually be an advantage in terms of the
activities which the teachers are able to organize such as field trips to YPC.
Per Colleen Greer (G2-3) in 2014 “The advantages of the 4-day week are numerous for
this (the Sun Peaks’) environment. The longer day has allowed me the time to hike as
part of our tree/forest and stream study and bike with the children and now ski. I
suspect that it will be helpful when planning the other outdoor recreational and learning
activities such as snowshoeing and cross country skiing. These activities require at
least 1.5 hours; time that includes getting equipment on or ready, the activity and then
time to return to school. The 4-day week and the extended day are perfect for that.”
Per Cindie Hyrhirchuk in 2014; “I like the healthy lifestyle and how we are able to think
outside the box for outside physical activities.”
7. What is the effect on teachers? In 2014, all three teachers were unequivocal in
their support of the 4-day week. Per Lynn Maartman; “I love the 4 day week” and
Cindie Hyrhirchuk; “For me as a teacher, I love the 4-day week”.
It is believed that the current teachers in Sun Peaks feel the same way although we
have not been able to update the teacher comments so as not to interfere with their
own consultation process with the board coming up.
In terms of the research concerns over the 4-day week, many do not apply to Sun
Peaks: for example, the effect of adding a lengthy commute to school, bad-weather
cancellations and some socio-economic differences.
Parent comments:
The full survey results are attached and the Board is invited to read the parent comments
which are illuminating but this is a flavour of the parent view point:
The 4-day week schedule has been so beneficial for our child and family's well-being (she was
in a 5-day setting previously and the fifth day was too much for her). The 4-day schedule was
a major factor in our decision to move to Sun Peaks."
"The current configuration of the school schedule works best for us, particularly in light of the
extracurricular options that we take part in in Kamloops, which are neither available on
weekends nor in Sun Peaks. We also find that we cannot commit to extracurriculars in town on
weekends and definitely not after school on weekdays, given the commute time, road
conditions, need for the children to have decent bedtimes, etc. and weekend ski club
participation. In no way do I find that the 4 day schedule negatively affects my children in an
academic or physical sense."
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"There are NO after school programs in Sun Peaks, and there is no formal daycare (the
current daycare is reverting back to a child-minding service for guests of the resort). It is by
far much easier to manage a work schedule around 4 days a week, than having 5 shorter days
- and no option for after school care/ programs. This will pose a significant stress on my family
as my eldest child is not yet old enough to care for a younger sibling. A shorter day 5 days a
week will further adversely impact my ability to maintain my employment in Kamloops."
"We are both parents who work weekends. The four-day week allows time for our family. With
growing children and such a large disconnect with so much technology these days, it’s very
important for us to preserve that time that we have with our children. It allows us to help
them explore sports and activities as well as extra time to manage any academics they need
help with."
Conclusion:
In summary, the PAC thanks SD73 for this consultation and asks the SD73 Board of Education
to approve:
1. The inclusion of G8 and 9 in the SD73 provision for schooling from September 2020;
2. The change of name from Sun Peaks Elementary to Sun Peaks School;
3. The continuation of the current 4-day week calendar which has been in place since the
school’s inception 9 years ago, on the basis of the “four day week, every week” principle as
adopted in SD51 and SD64.
We further ask that the Board recognizes that imposing a 5-day week now, would represent a
serious set-back to families in terms of family time (due to in-resort weekend working) and
the ability to participate in sporting and other activities. Additionally, it would place a huge
burden on our local families in terms of changing their work and child-care arrangements.
If the Board has particular comments on the specific calendar proposals, the PAC would be
pleased to help in any way it can. Thank you for your consideration.

_______________________________________________
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Appendix
Appendix 1. School Calendars current and proposed
Appendix 2. Parent Survey Results
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Year 2020-21: 156 Instructional Days
Grade 8 & 9
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec
1
Y
y
2
y
y
3
y
y
4
y
5
y
y
6
y
7 Labour Day
y
y
8
y
y
y
9
y
y
y
10
y
y
y
11
y
Remembrance Day
y
12
Thanksgiving
y
13
y
y
14
y
y
y
15
y
y
y
16
y
y
y
y
17
y
y
y
18
y
19
y
y
B
20
y
R
21
y
y
E
22
y
y
A
23
y
y
K
24
y
y
25
y
26
y
y
27
y
B
28
y
y
R
29
y
y
E
30
y
y
A
31
K
Instructional
Days
15
17
17
12

Jan
Feb
Mar
New Year's
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
Family Day
B
y
R
y
E
y
y
A
y
y
K
y
y
y
B
y
R
y
E
y
y
A
y
K
y
y
y
y
y
16

16

11

Apr

May

June

y
Good Friday

Easter Monday
y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

Victoria Day
y
y
y
y

y
y

y
17

18

17

STAT Holiday
Winter / Spring Break
week involving a Friday
Admin Day June 30, 2021
4 x allowances for Early Dismissal

4

156

Instructional Hrs

952

Instructional Days

156

Instructional Min

Required No Of Instructional
Minutes per Day

Proposed School Day
Recess and Lunch
Actual Instructional Minutes

57,120

366 369 incl. 4 x Early Dismissal Days

8:30am - 3:44pm
15 min and 50 min
369

Any 1 instructional day reduced, adds 2-3 minutes to length of normal day.
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Year 2020-21: 160 Instructional Days
Grade 8 & 9
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec
1
Y
y
2
y
y
3
y
y
4
y
5
y
y
6
y
7 Labour Day
y
y
8
y
y
y
9
y
y
y
10
y
y
y
11
y
Remembrance Day
y
12
Thanksgiving
y
13
y
y
14
y
y
y
15
y
y
y
16
y
y
y
y
17
y
y
y
18
y
19
y
y
B
20
y
R
21
y
y
E
22
y
y
A
23
y
y
K
24
y
y
25
y
26
y
y
27
y
B
28
y
y
R
29
y
y
E
30
y
y
A
31
K
Instructional
Days
15
17
17
12

Jan
Feb
Mar
New Year's
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
Family Day
B
y
R
y
E
y
y
A
y
y
K
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
16

16

15

Apr

May

June

y
Good Friday

Easter Monday
y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

Victoria Day
y
y
y
y

y
y

y
17

18

17

STAT Holiday
Winter / Spring Break
Admin Day June 30, 2021
4 x allowances for Early Dismissal

6

160

Instructional Hrs

952

Instructional Days

160

Instructional Min

Required No Of Instructional
Minutes per Day

Proposed School Day
Recess and Lunch
Actual Instructional Minutes

57,120

357 360 incl. 4 x Early Dismissal Days

8:30am - 3:35pm
15 min and 50 min
360

Any 1 instructional day reduced, adds 2-3 minutes to length of normal day.
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Year 2020-21: 156 Instructional Days
K - Grade 7
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec
1
Y
y
2
y
y
3
y
y
4
y
5
y
y
6
y
7 Labour Day
y
y
8
y
y
y
9
y
y
y
10
y
y
y
11
y
Remembrance Day
y
12
Thanksgiving
y
13
y
y
14
y
y
y
15
y
y
y
16
y
y
y
y
17
y
y
y
18
y
19
y
y
B
20
y
R
21
y
y
E
22
y
y
A
23
y
y
K
24
y
y
25
y
26
y
y
27
y
B
28
y
y
R
29
y
y
E
30
y
y
A
31
K
Instructional
Days
15
17
17
12

Jan
Feb
Mar
New Year's
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
Family Day
B
y
R
y
E
y
y
A
y
y
K
y
y
y
B
y
R
y
E
y
y
A
y
K
y
y
y
y
y
16

16

11

Apr

May

June

y
Good Friday

Easter Monday
y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

y
y
y
y

Victoria Day
y
y
y
y

y
y

y
17

18

17

STAT Holiday
Winter / Spring Break
Admin Day June 30, 2021
4 x allowances for Early Dismissal

8

156

Instructional Hrs

878

Instructional Days

156

Instructional Min

Required No Of Instructional
Minutes per Day

Proposed School Day
Recess and Lunch
Actual Instructional Minutes

52,680

338 341 incl. 4 x Early Dismissal Days

8:40am - 3:36pm
15 min and 60 min
341

Any 1 instructional day reduced, adds 2-3 minutes to length of normal day.
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Results of Parent Survey for SD 73 Recommendations
and Consultation
January 16, 2020 (Survey closed January 13, 2020)

Section 1 - Preamble
Dear Parents As you may know, Grades 8 to 12 education in Sun Peaks is privately funded and
under the operation of the Sun Peaks Education Society (SPES). The operation of Sun Peaks
Secondary Academy requires a tremendous and sustained effort in fundraising and
management on the part of the SPES and the community as a whole. As such, it has always
been the SPES’ long term goal to eventually transfer programming of K-12 to School District 73.
In 2019, recognizing the growth in the school community and the goal we have worked towards
for 10 years, SD73 placed Sun Peaks on the capital funding list to build a future $25 million
K-12 community school.
Since 2010, the Sun Peaks Education Society has raised over $800,000 to fully support the
elementary school from 2010-2012 and the Sun Peaks Secondary Academy from 2012-present.
The annual cost to operate the Sun Peaks Secondary Academy with the current student
numbers is $120,000. For the 2020-2021 school year, without additional district support the
SPSA would need an additional classroom plus a teacher. The operational costs to cover
teacher's wages would almost double, plus funds are not available to provide extra classroom
space.
In October, 2019 SPES formally requested that the SD73 Board consider options to fully
integrate the Grade 8 and 9 students into Sun Peaks Elementary. The SD73 Board responded
positively, and passed a recommendation that a community consultation should proceed in
January 2020 to gain feedback on a proposed plan which includes:
1. Full integration of Grades 8 and 9 into Sun Peaks Elementary
2. Adoption of a 5 day school week for Grade 8 & 9 to accommodate the greater instructional
hours needed (+74 hours/year vs. Grades 1-7)
3. Adoption of a 5 day school week for Grades K-7 for scheduling and other considerations
4. Change of school name from “Sun Peaks Elementary” to “Sun Peaks School”
The purpose of this Survey is to ensure that all families of both Sun Peaks Elementary and Sun
Peaks Secondary Academy have a voice in this consultation process as well as the collective
vision of what K-12 education in Sun Peaks will look like in the future.
* All responses are collected and analysed anonymously
* ONE SURVEY SUBMISSION PER FAMILY, PLEASE
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If you answered "Yes" to the above question, please share with us the extracurricular activities your
child/ren participate in on Fridays which is not otherwise available or possible (due to the activity
not being available in Sun Peaks or scheduling) on weekends or weekday evenings
During the off season, one of our children participates in freestyle trampoline on Fridays as a way to
cross-train and prepare for freestyle skiing season. During the winter season, he participates in Freestyle
Ski Training sessions. Otherwise he is competing agains children in Kamloops for this programming that is
often full and on wait lists during the evenings or weekends.
Swimming, Freestyle Trampoline
Freestyle
Accelerated ski program at SPAC
Ski lessons, swimming lessons
Swimming lessons, ski school
Friday ski programs
Freestyle Club, freestyle locals program, freestyle trampoline
Tutoring
Additional day of ski race training
Piano lessons
Sun Peaks Local's program
Both children are competitive ski racers.
Freestyle skiing
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Swim Lessons. Tumbling/gymnastics. Starting next year will be land ski training.
Swimming lessons in spring and fall, Freestyle trampoline in spring and fall, ski lessons and competitions in
winter
Trampoline
Freestyle Trampoline and Gymnastics, Guitar, Swimming
Music lessons
Trampoline-freestyle/freestyle snowboard
Sun peaks alpine club competitor training fri sat Sun throughout the winter.
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If you would like to provide any further comments, questions or concerns regarding the
proposed changes by SD73, please share them below
Ultimately, there may be hard constraints that make the 4 day a week schedule simply not feasible. In
this case, we may not have the option for 4 day a week programming for Gr. 8/9s. In this case, I would
hope the K-7 programming can stay the same at 4 days a week. I believe there are many economic
development, community benefits, and quality of life benefits to a 4 day a week schedule.
You are all seriously awesome and I’m grateful for you all!
Note the extra instructional hours needed for grades 8 & 9 will also need to be implemented and off set
to the K-7 hours if the school were to go to a 5 day week
I do not support the proposal for a 5 day school week at Sun Peaks. The current arrangements work
well, and provide a good balance for families.
The earlier end time of 2:30pm, if switching to a 5 day week, definitely provides challenges in regards to
child care as Sun Peaks doesn’t have the child care resources available to accommodate after school
care in Sun Peaks.
I also changed careers to ensure that my schedule matched that of my child’s as we had no child care
options.
The 4-day week schedule has been so beneficial for our child and family's well-being (she was in a
5-day setting previously and the fifth day was too much for her). The 4-day schedule was a major factor
in our decision to move to Sun Peaks.
Maintain 4 day schedule K-7 as Sun Peaks Elementary. Add 5 day schedule for 8-9 as Sun Peaks
Middle School.
Our community needs and wants differ than all other communities within the SD73. It is a resort town
dependent on the tourism and service industry and therefore differs than all other communities in B.C.
Our community consequently does not “fit” the same mould as the rest of SD73 schools and should not
be forced to. We all have the opportunity to forge forward with creative solutions.
I support the adoption of the middle school grades, the potential future adoption of the high school
grades, the 4 day school calendar and the healthy recreational opportunities that the 4 day school
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calendar provides.
Our students are physically healthy - much more than other students within SD73. They are
academically successful. They are creative thinkers. The 4 day calendar as proven to work for our
community. It should not change. It should be supported.
The current configuration of the school schedule works best for us, particularly in light of the
extracurricular options that we take part in in Kamloops, which are neither available on weekends nor in
Sun Peaks. We also find that we cannot commit to extracurriculars in town on weekends and definitely
not after school on weekdays, given the commute time, road conditions, need for the children to have
decent bedtimes, etc. and weekend ski club participation. In no way do I find that the 4 day schedule
negatively affects my children in an academic or physical sense.
Option for current Grade 8 students currently in SPES/@kool to stay there, as changing back to SD73
for 1 year and then coming back for Grade 10 is too disruptive for students.
The location of the Elementary school at the top of the platter in Sun Peaks is something that our resort
is famous for worldwide. Every article ever written on Sun Peaks, every photo or video taken for ads or
documentaries includes images of the Elementary kids on the platter and bunny hill. In my opinion it
would be a mistake to move the school. It is the heart of our community and should remain in the heart
of our community
We have lived in this community for over 18 years and have 3 children going through Sun Peaks School
system. Our family life is 100% scheduled around the 4 day week, since we have been working with this
schedule for the past 9 years. It would mean a huge upheaval on every level should this change. We
have scheduled our work around it for the past 9 years and have organised very valuable extra curricular
activities on Fridays, which are now established programs, such as music lessons, trampoline training
(cross training for competitive snow sports) and swimming lessons, the latter being deemed a life-skill,
just to name a few. Many of these programs are not available to our children during the week as they are
only offered in Kamloops and are scheduled too early in the day for us to participate in when considering
1 hour drive, or it's too late to get back from town for the children. Due to the fact that we live in a ski
resort our children are also involved in competitive skiing, which requires travel to provincial and national
competitions. Having a 3-day weekend eliminates having to miss school on Friday in order to participate
in these competitions and alleviates stress put on the child to otherwise having to make up for lost
school time. We always schedule appointments on Fridays and my children have many report cards with
"0" missed days. It also allows our oldest child to work very part-time without having to give up the
necessary down-time or recreation time. Our children are doing very well academically, are very healthy,
mentally and physically, and are thriving in this community and on this schedule. Please do not change
this schedule - it means a lot to all of us!
A five day school week must be seriously considered as the student population grows and Sun Peaks
Academy migrates grades to SD73. I believe this to be a reasonable trade off for SD73 stepping up and
taking these additional students on. I look forward to SD73 and the province’s commitment to building a
school that will accommodate all of our children k-12 in the very near future.
We are 100% in favour of the expansion of the school to include grades 8 and 9. The 4 day schedule
has worked well for our child right through from grade 1 to the senior grades. The flexible calendar and
programming has allowed us to provide our child with lots of opportunities for a better all round
educational and life experience. The healthy outdoor active lifestyle that this school community promotes
has been hugely beneficial in the development of our child.

13

Results of Parent Survey for SD 73 Recommendations and Consultation
We are very supportive of SD 73 providing education for K thru 12 in Sun Peaks, for the long term
sustainability of our community. We understand compromises may need to be made; we will remain
engaged in working with SD 73 to continue to provide a balanced approach of educating our kids within
our mountain environment.
It has been proven in our students academics that we (Sun Peaks Elem) are one of BC's top 10 schools
based on FSA scores. There is proven studies and documentation that 4 days per week eliminates
physical and mental fatigue amongst both students and teaching staff. A 4 day school week allows a
more positive family dynamic as this is our "family day" opposed to Sunday's when we work. I ask that
the SD73 decision makers put themselves in our local community shoes and do what is right for our local
community (living, working and existing in Canada's 2nd largest Ski Resort) and think about what works
best for the families and students. Sometimes the regular "brick and morter" SCHEDULE does not work
best for all. I ask that the decision makers "think outside the box" and try not to fix what is not broken.
The Sunpeaks Elementary is a perfect school for children.(k-7). G8~G9 require a variety of education. I
think need that the school bus comes to Sunpeak for the children have to go to the city. Supporting a
variety of education requires considerable expense If this is not possible, I hope the school bus will come
as far as Sunpeaks.
We are a unique community that does not fit a standard mold. I strongly support growth to grades 8&9,
while very strongly wanting to support creative solutions to protect our 4 day schedule. Growing into a
gr.8&9 inclusive public program is a critical step to accommodate the evolving community. The 4 day
schedule allows for children and families have more time to balance family and whole child development
with three full days a week off from school. It presents challenges, absolutely, but those challenges in
logistics are strongly outweighed by the benefits we see with 3 days off school. In terms of the new
grades, we also have considered if we may have to look at moving once the children reach past the gr.7
mark as we believe strongly in public school, but have no interest in bussing the kids to Kamloops, which
leaves us no choice but to likely leave our jobs and life here to prioritize education. The proposed move
to include more grades would be a fantastic progression, but we must work hard to protect the 4 day
schedule for the benefit of the children.
I work in the village full time, my daughter currently skis to and from my job so I am able to work 8 hours
a day, I have adjusted my work schedule to accommodate the schools 4 days. and have Friday's and
Saturday's off, and my husband spends Sunday's with her when I'm at work. If the days were shortened
then i wouldn't be able to work 8 hours a day or would need after school care. Our family can't afford for
me to work part time nor can we afford to pay for after school care that currently doesn't exist in Sun
Peaks. The 5 day school week that is proposed would negatively impact our family not only financially
but i would get less quality time with my daughter. On the Friday's off that we get, we enjoy skiing
together, hiking, biking and spending time with friends and family.
I also feel that its not fair that the sd73 wouldn't consider another portable for our already bursting
elementary school but you would be able to provide 2 now that there are less than 20 additional students
joining the school. My daughter is in grade 1 and that is currently a k/1/2 split with 2 teachers in the
same classroom, but can't get a portable to accommodate the growing numbers.
I'm sure there is a lot of back and forth about the proposed land for the brick and mortar school, i'm not
sure I understand why you would bother moving the portables to the site before the school is built?
Wouldn't it be better to keep children away from a construction site and have them move over when the
school is completed? I understand that moving portables and connecting water, sewer, and electrical is
very expensive, I would think that leaving the students where they are now till the brick and mortar is
done would save a considerable amount of money. As it seams that the trustees have an opinion that
every family who lives in Sun Peaks year round lives in multi million dollar homes. Even if that were the
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case (it is not!) our children same as any children deserve the same opportunities and education as any
other student in the district. If household incomes were compared throughout the district you would find
that many communities in Kamloops have the same or higher incomes.
In conclusion, I am 1 out of many families who would be negatively impacted with a 5 day school week,
and if finances are a high concern then leaving the current school on the site it is in until the brick and
mortar is completed would save a considerable amount of money. I truly hope that these surveys and
letters affect the decisions that the trustees make for a community that they aren't apart of.
I feel many community members have moved here for the unique aspect of the school especially the 4
day a week schedule and the fantastic integration of outdoor lifestyle. Enjoying the school slopeside is
also the draw to this unique school. It would be a big shame to see it change.
I don't understand why the 8/9s can't go to school 5 days/week and keep the K-7 @ 4 days/week. The
8/9s are in a separate classroom, proposed separate location with their own teacher. That said, the
priority should be getting the 8/9 class taken into SD 73.
The schools are both the cornerstone of the community. Almost every family that has lived here/
continues to live here is either directly or indirectly involved in supporting their existence. The fundraising
required to maintain the Sun Peaks Secondary Academy is burdensome, and with current growth is
unsustainable. I am eager to see the grade 8 & 9's integrated into the Sun Peaks Elementary. The
increase in instructional hours can be managed through a coordinated and purposeful way (such as
listed in this survey) to the benefit of the students. Our unique setting and active outdoor lifestyle means
that our children are not sedentary, they are not loitering and getting into trouble. They are active in their
sports (both winter/summer) and many families sacrifice the travel of one spouse for employment to
ensure they can maintain the ability to have their children enrolled in schools in Sun Peaks.
Integrating grade 8 & 9's should NOT be the reason for amending the current 4 day/week to a 5
day/week for the entire school. Many studies show the benefits of a blended outdoor physical
environment on academic achievements, which are made possible with longer school days.The
achievements of our Sun Peaks students in academics can speak to those benefits. My husband and I
have made a sacrifice to live here - and we did so because the school is here. We choose to live here
because of the community, the school and the variety of outdoor recreational programs that are available
both winter/ summer. My spouse travels out of province for work regularly, and I share my work time
between Kamloops and Sun Peaks and we make it work.
Also, there are NO after school programs in Sun Peaks, and there is no formal daycare (the current
daycare is reverting back to a child-minding service for guests of the resort). It is by far much easier to
manage a work schedule around 4 days a week, than having 5 shorter days - and no option for after
school care/ programs. This will pose a significant stress on my family as my eldest child is not yet old
enough to care for a younger sibling. A shorter day 5 days a week will further adversely impact my ability
to maintain my employment in Kamloops.
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I have lived in Sun Peaks most of my adult life after moving all over the province as a child and youth. I
am a lower income tourism employee that can only afford this lifestyle by working long seasonal hours
and putting my son's in programs designed for the people of this community who give everything to get
back what they need/want for their families.
There is value in this community beyond money. We support each other, we support all the children who
live, learn and grow here and we do it without asking for much in return. This is the only place that has
ever felt like home and I want that as much as anything else for my children. The lifestyle we live here is
focused on balance; fresh air, hard work, kind and ethical behaviour, charity, academic and athletic
success, independence and most importantly community, with the added bonus of interaction with
people from all over the world. Having a school here means I never have to worry about my 5 year old
waIting alone for me to finish my shift and a 4 day school week means I never have to watch my family
pull out of the drive way to visit my parents without me because I always have to work one weekend day.
Sun peaks is a community built by ordinary people with extraordinary expectations and a drive to make it
happen for our families and everyone who comes here for a day, a season or a lifetime.
We are both parents who work weekends. The four-day week allows time for our family. With growing
children and such a large disconnect with so much technology these days, it’s very important for us to
preserve that time that we have with our children. It allows us to help them explore sports and activities
as well as extra time to manage any academics they need help with.
Unlike many typical communities, the five day school week means little or no time with our children.
(Many adults who work Monday to Friday do not have the same needs as we do). As can be seen by the
parental involvement in every activity at Sun peaks Elementary, family values and time spent together
are a huge part of why many of us make the effort to live here. The five day school week is
counterproductive to our family goals.
I’m excited to see the growth of the school and that sd73 is willing to take on the 8 & 9 students! I do
however, maintain a strong stand that 4 days a week in our unique environment needs to stay. My child
is benefiting from this 4 day week academically, physically and it has proven to help with mental health.
In a society where anxiety and depression are prevalent among our youth, this should be a big
consideration in keeping the 4 day week.
We are a working middle class family of 4, that were lucky enough to make our dream of moving to Sun
Peaks a reality. We took the risk, sold what we had and just managed to get in this market. We do not
occupy one the million dollar homes. In fact, we see all the empty homes during our summer commute to
school. The school and the lifestyle brought us here and even though this is a resort, it is also a
community with families that love and respect what we have. Please work with us to maintain the status
of a 4 day school week
and we continue to raise children that excel academically, physically and mentally cause of this unique
learning environment.
I think it is fine for the grade 8 and 9 students to have a five day schedule if that is what they need,
however I strongly beleive grades k-7 should stay on the current 4 day schedule.
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The current proposal from SD73 provides for an additional portable for the 8/9 class, however, the
elementary is in desperate need of more space/portables for the children currently enrolled as well.
SD73, through reliable sources, looks down on the Sun Peaks school as the impression that they have
of us is that we're a bunch of spoiled multi-millioniares (even if this was true, I can't imagine the
self-loathing a person must have for themselves that they would politicize the education of a child based
on their parents personal wealth). I can assure you that this is not the case. A majority of the families
with students either in, or entering the school are working class people with middle class livelihoods. We
have chosen this particular town due to its appreciation for "free time". The mountain lifestyle offers an
active outdoor lifestyle that doesn't require a government funded study to tell you that this is beyond
beneficial for the mental health of young developing kids.
SD73 needs to start paying more attention to this school for the potential it could have (from future
olympians to common people with an appreciation for sports/activities and nature). It doesn't take a keen
eye to see that this school is unique and that it should be treated as such and not be given the "cookie
cutter" treatment to conform with the rest of the school board's schools. SD73 should be embracing the
Sun Peaks School's success and looking at what it would take to make this possible.
Also, let's strive to not treat K-7 the same as 8-9 just because it's the path of least resistance for the
school board. There are some pretty easy solutions (ex. extra days during shoulder seasons) to make up
the 74 hr short fall for the 8-9's. I would also like to see the facts around the standardize testing results
for the Sun Peaks students compared to the rest of the SD73 district students as well as province wide.
If they are testing above the average I would like to know how it could possible be justified to say that
they are required the extra 74 hours and having to go to a 5 day schedule.
We moved here for the unique learning environment and its heartbreaking to see that as each year
passes the things that made the school special become less and less available to the students. If we
wanted a remote school with a traditional learning style and limited resources there are many interior
towns we could have chose. The Sun Peaks school and community originally offered learning flexibility,
small class sizes, emphasis on outdoor activity, and a balanced calendar to allow more family time. Bring
the 8s and 9s into the school, change the name, but run 2 separate schedules. The 5th day would allow
the 8s and 9s to have the schoolrooms to themselves for more break out learning sessions with
specialized instruction opportunities. Be creative in meeting the needs of the students rather than
reverting to the broken styles that most other schools offer. No it's not the easiest more convenient route
but it is one that benefits the students most, and to our family, that is what matters.
I like everything about the grade 8 - 12 system we have, I do see a need for the teachers to make the
students keep up with there required curriculum, I know a few of the students in grade 9 - 12 and they all
seem to fall behind and have to play catch up, I feel if skiing is a privilege earned by keeping up it might
provide incentive
Alberta children have more curriculum hours then BC, when we lived there the school day was also
830-330 so don't feel it is too long a day. I would like SD73 to continue to increase support for both the
elementary and the @KOOL blended program that way could maintain the 4 day week, students could
still be housed in one building and resources shared. We moved to Sun Peaks and stay (even though
there are other financial obstacles i.e. cost of living, employment etc) because of the 4 day week and
what it provides us as a family. I also believe it provides my children with a more balanced life and more
family time together.

17

Results of Parent Survey for SD 73 Recommendations and Consultation
Appendix A
If the school was a significant factor in your decision to move here, please share what aspects of
the school attracted you (check all that apply)
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The community the school is in,
On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes,
etc.), Our 2 son's decided to pull out of organized team sports and wanted to focus on mountain sports.
Our family was looking for a more balanced lifestyle close to recreation so we don't have to vacation
from home anymore.
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, On-mountain location of school
itself, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation
I wanted my child to attend school in their own community
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The community the school is in,
In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The community the school is in,
In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
The community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for
students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, In-school ski opportunities for
students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
On-mountain location of school itself
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, On-mountain location of school
itself, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
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Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule,
On-mountain location of school itself
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule,
In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation, Teacher-I
met with teacher (Lynn Maarten) prior and the fact that the teachers also adopted and supported the
culture I was seeking. Culture being summed up by the points I checked off above. Ie like minded
administrators and educators.
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The community the school is in,
In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, In-school ski opportunities for
students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation
4 day school schedule, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students (in
PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation
The community the school is in, We loved the community itself but would not have moved here if there
was no school
4 day school schedule, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule,
Academic reputation
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, The community the school is in,
On-mountain location of school itself
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, The community the school is in, On-mountain location of
school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
we were already living here before the school opened
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, On-mountain location of school
itself, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The community the school is in,
On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes,
etc.), Proximity to our house. No busing required
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, Academic reputation
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, The community the school is in
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation
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Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The community the school is in,
In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule,
On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes,
etc.), The freedom of the open learning concept for high school
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule,
On-mountain location of school itself
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The community the school is in,
In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Ability to have longer school days
and participate in winter sport programs on Fridays
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, The community the school is in, On-mountain location of
school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, Academic reputation
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule,
In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule,
On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes,
etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule,
On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes,
etc.)
Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, In-school ski opportunities for
students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule,
In-school ski opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation
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Small student population, 4 day school schedule, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski
opportunities for students (in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.)
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), No regrets moving here and to School
Small student population, Emphasis on outdoor/sport lifestyle in general, 4 day school schedule, The
community the school is in, On-mountain location of school itself, In-school ski opportunities for students
(in PE class, lunchtimes, etc.), Academic reputation, top 3 reasons were 4 day week, ski and outdoor
opportunities and on mountain location

Appendix B
Currently, the schools have a 4 day schedule. On Fridays off school my child(ren) are: (choose
as many as apply)
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Working a part-time job (for older
students)
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Spending
recreational time with friends, Accelerated Athlete Program/Competition Travel
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Spending
recreational time with friends
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Spending
recreational time with friends, Accelerated Athlete Program/Competition Travel
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Spending
recreational time with friends
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Spending
recreational time with family
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Spending
recreational time with friends
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Working
a part-time job (for older students), Spending recreational time with friends, Accelerated Athlete
Program/Competition Travel
Not doing much
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Working a
part-time job (for older students), Spending recreational time with friends
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Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.)
Working a part-time job (for older students), Spending recreational time with friends
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family,
Accelerated Athlete Program/Competition Travel
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Working
a part-time job (for older students), Spending recreational time with friends
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with
friends
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family,
Spending recreational time with friends
Spending recreational time with friends, Accelerated Athlete Program/Competition Travel
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.)
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, In the care of a
childcare provider (daycare, babysitter, nanny, etc.), Spending recreational time with friends
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family,
Accelerated Athlete Program/Competition Travel
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Working a part-time job (for older students)
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family,
Accelerated Athlete Program/Competition Travel
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Working
a part-time job (for older students)
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Spending
recreational time with friends, Accelerated Athlete Program/Competition Travel
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Working a part-time job (for older students),
Spending recreational time with friends
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Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Accelerated Athlete
Program/Competition Travel
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Accelerated Athlete
Program/Competition Travel
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Working
a part-time job (for older students), Spending recreational time with friends, Accelerated Athlete
Program/Competition Travel
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), In the care of a childcare provider (daycare,
babysitter, nanny, etc.), Coming to our family business to avoid childcare costs
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Working a part-time job (for older
students), Spending recreational time with friends
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Working
a part-time job (for older students), Spending recreational time with friends
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with
friends, Accelerated Athlete Program/Competition Travel
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family,
Accelerated Athlete Program/Competition Travel
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family,
Spending recreational time with friends
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Spending
recreational time with family, Spending recreational time with friends, Enjoying their own free time
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Spending
recreational time with friends
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Spending
recreational time with friends
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Spending
recreational time with friends, Accelerated Athlete Program/Competition Travel
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family,
Spending recreational time with friends
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Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Attending
extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family, Working
a part-time job (for older students), Spending recreational time with friends, Accelerated Athlete
Program/Competition Travel
Attending extracurricular programs (sports, arts, academic, etc.), Spending recreational time with family,
Spending recreational time with friends, Accelerated Athlete Program/Competition Travel
Attending appointments and errands with parents or caregivers outside of Sun Peaks, Spending
recreational time with family
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