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Dallas Mission Statement
The Dallas staff, in partnership with parents and students, aims to provide a learning
environment that encourages all students to become lifelong learners, caring and
responsible citizens.
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School Context
Located in East Kamloops, Dallas Elementary serves 446 students in Kindergarten to
Grade 7. There is a strong sense of community at Dallas Elementary and staff and
students are supported by a very giving and involved Parent Advisory Council.
Classroom teachers support many innovative learning opportunities for students. One
example of these learning opportunities is the BOKS (Building Our Students Success)
program that is provided daily to all students in grades 3 to 7 at Dallas Elementary.

Where Have We Been?
Dallas Elementary’s learning goals for the 2021-2022 school year are:
1) All students will improve their ability to solve real world numeracy tasks
2) Students will improve their pro social behaviour creating a more inclusive and
respectful school culture.
The objective below was included in last year’s learning plan and will continue again in
the learning plan as school staff have been working on improving literacy outcomes for
students.
Literacy: All Students will improve their critical thinking skills in reading which
will increase their overall reading comprehension.
Dallas students have made good gains in their literacy achievement over the past five
years. While COVID made this challenging at times, many teachers continued to
actively seek professional development opportunities specific to literacy and accessed
the support of our district literacy resource teachers. Collaboration projects have
included, co-teaching with resource teachers, and acquiring research based resources.
We have increased the number of classrooms that are using a form of Daily 5, and
support this with our Learning Assistance Team working with groups of students within
their classes. Due to this teacher learning and continued support, we expect the data
will show positive growth in student literacy achievement at Dallas.

Primary students engaged in Daily 5

Primary students D.E.A.R 2021

Numeracy:
To support our Numeracy goal of, All students will improve their ability to solve real
world numeracy tasks, we have placed in many proactive measures. In the past we
created a Numeracy support teacher position, brought in district staff to develop
common problem solving language and developed the Dallas Primary Math
Assessment. Last year we continued to use the Dallas PMA to create data that will help
us further identify areas of growth and areas where we need to place more emphasis
on. This year we will again use the same assessment to drive our learning.
Social Emotional
Behaviour support was another area of focus at Dallas Elementary. In previous years at
Dallas much of our Social Emotional focus was establishing clear expectations for
behaviour. This was done through PBIS and in the development of the school wide
Matrix. Last year's focus was to dive deep into the DEWERS data to find specific areas
of need for intervention. In addition with the success of our BOKS morning fitness
program, a school goal was to expand the program.

2020-2021 Successes
NUMERACY: DALLAS PRIMARY MATH ASSESSMENT
Design
In Primary we wanted to get a clearer understanding of our students' number sense skills. To do
this we asked teachers to identify the essential skills that students should have acquired by the
end of the year in numeracy, and provided researched based resources to support teachers in
developing these skills with their students. Teacher feedback was used to develop the content of
the assessment and the big four math strategy was used for the design.

Implementation
This assessment will be administered to all students in grades 1-3 in October and April. The
October assessment is marked by classroom teachers in their grade cohorts, categorized the
results and determined a focus for their grade as well as identified students who were in need of
LART numeracy intervention. Students who were emerging were identified as needing
intervention, and work provided remediation 3x per week for 30 minutes. LART groups are
reassessed in January, and the whole assessment is re-administered to all students in grades
1-3. Kindergartens also were administered the assessment in April.

The data demonstrates that not only was the Dallas Primary assessment a valid indication of
where students were in their learning, it also demonstrated that our efforts for intervention were
successful. All students in all grades made gains. The students who scored “Emerging” in the
spring also showed growth in their learning. The very few students that did not demonstrate
growth in their spring assessment had other external factors at play (high absenteeism) and
therefore the integrity of their intervention was not present.

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL

Students will improve their pro social behaviour creating a more inclusive and
respectful school culture.
When doing a deep dive into last year's DEWERS data ”sense of belonging”, and “interest and
motivation” were areas that required intervention in most grades and “feeling safe at school”
required intervention in our upper intermediate grades.

In hopes of improving these outcomes, the school will continue to try and create community,
bring the school together in a safe way, while still following protocol, and provide students with
opportunities to be rewarded for their efforts. In looking at our conduct data for last year we
identified specific times during the year that behaviour escalated and proactively diffused the
behaviour with PBIS blitzes. The unstructured nature of lunch hour brought about the most
behaviour concerns so the blitzes focused on hands-off behaviour, listening to adult direction
and using kind words when speaking to others.

As a school community we will focus on these areas of concern and be proactive in our teaching
and approach to supervision. Student connection will be of high priority so that every student at
Dallas feels included, valued and a part of the culture.

BOKS (Building our Kids Success Physical Literacy
Another area that supports the social and
emotional learning in our building is our
nationally recognized BOKS program through
the direction of teacher and LDP candidate
Clay Cartie. BOKS is a program that
promotes physical literacy in grades three
through to seven. Last year the focus was on
training student mentors to help facilitate and
provide leadership to other classes at Dallas
as well as different schools across the district
in the development of their own BOKS
morning fitness program. The student
mentors were also leaders who led intramural
activities at lunch hour. These leaders will
continue to branch out and help other classes
implement the program.

(LDP candidate Clay Cartie shown above with BOKS mentors
Mr. Cartie was named top fitness leader across the country for
his leadership in the BOKS program)

Equity Considerations
Supporting Our Aboriginal Learners
At Dallas Elementary, teachers have worked to incorporate First Peoples Principles of
Learning in authentic ways throughout the curriculum. One example of this was the
learning that grade 6 and 7 students participated in around reconciliation.
Understanding the importance of Truth and Reconciliation as a social issue continues to
be a focus for the school. Students will learn through traditional ways including play
based experiences, cross curricular embedding of indigenous content and worldviews,
and storytelling. Sharing their learning with others was a second focus; last year
students created VR tours of their learning and videos that were told at elementary
level. These stories were shared orally with other classes and schools. This work is just
beginning at Dallas Elementary and, as a staff, we will continue to find ways to
incorporate the First Peoples Principles of Learning for all students and staff.

Below are some highlights from last year in how our school focused on Indigenous
education.
Grade 4 (Ross/Moretti) Seasonal hikes/ Indigenous learning of
local plants. Scan QR code with iphone camera for viewing

Grade 4 students pictured on their
Community walks (VR project)

Whole School Indigenous First Peoples craft activity
“By accepting this stick you are pledging to aid in the reconciliation process We are painting our sticks orange in honour of National
Day of Truth & Reconciliation”

Finally, our Aboriginal committee was instrumental in creating a sign that will be
attached to the school (see below). The word means “Greetings to All” in
Secwepemctsin and is a part of an Aboriginal grant the school received as we work
towards Indigenizing our space to be welcoming to everyone.

